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Hi guys, 

In this article I’ve combined all the English grammar-related questions from your 

comments on my previous article where I asked you to ask me any grammar 

questions that have been bothering you lately. 

I’m going to answer all of your questions in an easy-to-understand manner so as 

to not make you even more confused. I mean – what’s the point in providing an 

answer if it’s even more confusing than the original question, right? 

So basically when answering the questions, I’m not going to start throwing a lot 

of grammar-related terms around. Instead, I’ll provide simple and commonly 

used examples of how this or that particular grammar construct is to be used 

correctly and then you can take my advice on board and start using it the same 

way. 

Remember – it’s by far easier to learn one or two ways of using a certain 

grammar rule than to try and apply that rule on your entire speech! If you try to 

do the latter, you’ll start analyzing your speech too much and that will 

inevitably lead to fluency issues. 

So, without a further ado, let’s cut to the chase and let me answer all of your 

questions, my dear blog readers! 

Needless to say – you’re welcome to ask more questions in the comments 

section below! 
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How to use “being” 

Suny 

Thanks Suny, and I can totally understand why usage of the word “being” isn’t 

quite clear to you – after all, normally we’d use the verb “to be” in the Present 

Tense: “I AM anxious”; “You ARE nice” or indeed, in its infinitive form: “I don’t 

want TO BE mean, but sometimes it’s necessary.” 

The word “being”, however, can be used in a lot of different ways depending on 

the context: 

* The word “being” can be a typical English noun which means a “creature” and 

then you’d normally use it to describe people or the so-called “human beings”: 

“All human BEINGS have to be treated with respect and dignity.” 

* “Being” can also be the present participle form of the verb “to be” and in this 

case you use it in sentences such as “Hey, stop doing that, you’re not BEING 

nice to me!” The basic rule here is to use the present participle “being” when 

describing some person’s behavior. 

For example, you’re witnessing some person calling someone names and then 

you can say that person “was BEING rude”. Or if someone is treating you really 

badly, you can complain about them to another person by saying “I can’t stand 

Mark anymore, he’s BEING such an asshole!” 

* “Being” can also be a gerund and in this case you use it to describe your state 

of mind : “BEING alone is sometimes necessary.” 

And here’s an example that includes all of the above: “BEING (gerund) happy is 

what all human BEINGS (noun) are BEING (present participle) focused on but 

it’s quite hard to define happiness.” 

So remember Suny – it’s either a human BEING, or someone is BEING a certain 

way, or you’re describing BEING in a certain state of mind – these are the 3 

most popular ways of using the word “being”. 

I’m not really sure what's the difference between "I have figured it out” 

and “I have got it figured out ". For the record – I actually know the 

meaning but why it confuses me is the following. 

"I have done it” normally means you did it on your own and “I have got 

it done” suggests you got someone else to do it. Some natives speakers, 

however, use BOTH of these phrases in the same situation where they 

simply want to explain they have done it which should normally be 

described as simply "I have done it ". 

So my question is - why do native speakers use " I have figured it out " 

and " I have got it figured out " interchangeably? Thank you! 

Mantresh 

Hi Mantresh, and let me tell you right off the bat that there are two major ways 

of using the verb “to have”: 
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* To have 

* To have got 

which are totally interchangeable – “I have a car” and “I’ve got a car” mean the 

same exact thing. 

Just because someone says “I have got it done” doesn’t necessarily mean 

they’re stressing that they got someone else to do it. They may be saying it just 

because they use “have got” form instead of “have” form of the verb “to have”. 

Yes, it may very well be the case that they mean they got someone else to do it, 

but you can’t tell it by this single sentence!  

So the answer is – native speakers say “I’ve got it done” instead of “I have done 

it” simply because they’re using the “have got” version of the verb “to have” at 

that particular time. It doesn’t necessarily mean they got someone else to do it! 

Could you please help me to create complex sentences easily? I want to 

be able to use high-level English, and I don’t want to be perceived as if 

I’m using only simple language! When I try to create complex 

sentences, I’m getting lost a little bit .. And then it’s all getting too 

complicated for me. I think that when it comes to writing them, I’m 

thinking in a too complicated way. Give me some examples how to use 

good phrasal verbs, and what makes to make you feel that sentence is 

strong, written with high level words. Could you please give me some 

list of good words which can be used in essays? 

Thank you!! 

Best regards,  

Tornike 

Hi Tornike. You’re actually answering your own question in the answer – you 

want to be able to do everything at once – speak and write using sophisticated 

English language and complicated grammar tenses while at the same you’re 

admitting that you’re GETTING LOST and it’s all too COMPLICATED for you. 

Well, guess what – don’t try to use complicated grammar constructs before you 

haven’t become familiar with simple ones first! 

Please read this article where I’m talking about the importance of not 

learning complicated English grammar tenses too soon. 

And also, please read this article where I’m explaining that no English 

grammar construct is too difficult if you learn it the right way. 

Read it carefully, read it a few times till you start understanding what I actually 

mean by saying that you have to treat each grammar construct individually and 

don’t try to apply general grammar rules onto your speech and writing but 

rather learn each new phrase and sentence as an individual language unit. 
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Want me to give you a list of good sample sentences? Then look no further than 

these idiomatic expressions - they’ll provide a solid basis for your written and 

spoken English improvement. 

I have 2 sentences so which 1 is correct: 

1.       I didn’t get my system yet. 

2.       I don’t get my system . 

Both should be pronounced in the Present Tense. 

Thanks, 

Deepak Dimri 

Hi Deepak, you’re saying both of them should be in the Present Tense? If that’s 

the case, the first one should say “I haven’t got my system yet” – that’s the 

Present Perfect Tense and then both of the sentences would be correct because 

both of them would be in the Present Tense. 

Answer to below question is C, but I think A is also ok. So I just want to 

know the difference between "wouldn't" and "shouldn't" in this 

situation. Thank you! 

It’s said there are plenty of hotels in that town. There … be any 

difficulty for you to find somewhere to stay today. 

A. wouldn’t  B.mustn’t  C.shouldn’t  D.needn’t 

The answer is C. 

Anna 

Hello Anna! 

You’re totally right – the A option is also grammatically correct PROVIDED you 

would continue the sentence by using the word IF and then explaining the 

circumstances under which there wouldn’t be difficulties finding somewhere to 

stay. 

So basically you use WOULDN’T if the hotels are fully booked and the person in 

question actually can’t find any place to say: 

“There wouldn’t be any difficulties for you to find somewhere to stay today IF 

there weren’t so many other visitors in the town today” 

What's the easiest way to go about commas? It usually looks like there 

is no need for commas in English at all but sometimes you can see 

people using them. I have no idea when to use them. 

Vitali 

Hi Vitali, this is a very valid question. I could start going on about using commas 

to separate independent clauses and so on, but once you asked what’s the 

easiest way to go about it, here’s the only rule I go by – I use a comma when it 
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feels right, I basically use it whenever I would PAUSE my speech if I were to 

speak it all out loud. 

Try it, and you’ll realize it works! 

Explain the usages of do, did, does. 

Sarath 

Hello Sarath. DO, DID and DOES is the very same verb “to be” conjugated 

depending on the time and the person. 

Most commonly it’s used in a response to a question when you’re asked if you 

did something, for example, or if you feel a certain way. 

* DO you love me? Yes, I DO! 

* DID you buy bread? Yes, I DID! 

* DOES your sister know I’m home? Yes, she DOES! 

And here’s a very simple way of knowing which one to use. Just repeat the one 

in the beginning of the question! So, for example, if the question begins with 

DOES, your answer is going to end with DOES as well – you just have to figure 

out which pronoun (he or she) to use, but it’s quite easy to guess from the 

question alone. I mean – your sister is obviously SHE etc. 

How to use Not only...but (also) 

Hugo 

Hi Hugo, NOT ONLY I’ll tell you how to use the expression “not only… 

but…also…”, BUT I’ll ALSO provide you a few practical examples on how it’s to be 

used in real life. 

But wait… Did I not just do that? 

Yes! 

You see – NOT ONLY I’m trying to be helpful when explaining grammar-related 

concepts to my blog readers BUT I ALSO like injecting some fun and jokes into 

my explanations which makes our lives so much more brighter, don’t you think? 

So basically whenever you want to explain that you’re going to do something 

EXTRA, something ON TOP what’s required - that’s when you use this particular 

English grammar construct. 

One of the most difficult themes in English grammar for me is the 

Subjunctive Mood. 

When I am reading and comparing what numerous authors saying it 

seems to me sometimes as if they talk about some different languages. 

Can you propose an easy and practical way of learning for this case? 

Nick 
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Yes Nick, I’ve received questions about the Subjunctive Mood previously, so let 

me explain it to you in easy-to-understand terms. 

Subjunctive Mood affects English verb forms in statements where you or 

someone else expresses a hypothetical possibility, a recommendation or a wish 

for something to happen; basically when people are talking about something 

that ISN’T actually a fact but could possibly become a reality if certain conditions 

are met. 

Typically the Subjunctive Mood can be observed in English in a sentence 

beginning with “If I WERE…” Normally you would kind of want to say “If I was…” 

because “I” is normally associated with “was” and it’s only “you, we and they” 

that are associated with “were”. 

Subjunctive Mood, however, stipulates that if you make a hypothetical 

statement about what you WOULD do or what you WOULD be IF something were 

to happen (notice how I used “were” instead of “was”!), “were” replaces “was”. 

Here’s some typical examples: 

* If I WERE you, I wouldn’t spoil your children the same way you do!” 

* I don’t know what I would do if something WERE to happen to my car and I 

wouldn’t be able to drive to work!” 

Speaking of other grammatical forms of the Subjunctive Mood such as “My boss 

strongly implied he wishes all cigarette breaks BE (instead of “are”) done away 

with immediately” – to be totally honest with you, in conversational English such 

and similar grammar forms are gradually replaced by the more traditional, 

Indicative Mood.  

So, for example, what’s supposed to be the Subjunctive Mood “I suggested that 

Mark CHANGE his attitude towards work” won’t sound incorrect if described the 

following way: “I suggest that Mark CHANGES his attitude.” 

Here’s a very easy-to-understand guide on the Subjunctive Mood - you 

really shouldn’t read anything more detailed and complicated because it will 

literally make your head spin! 

Can you explain in detail this grammatical structure: “It's high time I 

went.” Why two different tenses at the same time (It is....I went) 

Basile 

Hi Basile! 

Whenever you use the following English phrases: “It’s high time…” and “It’s 

about time…” (they both mean the same thing – basically it’s a suggestion for 

the other person to do something) and you DON’T use the following words right 

after them “for… to”, then you have to conjugate the verb in the PAST TENSE. 

For example, if you say: “It’s about time FOR you TO GO home” – that’s when 

you say GO. 
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If, however, you say: “It’s about time you” without using the “for” and “to” – 

that’s when you change the verb to its Past Tense and the sentence becomes 

“It’s about time you WENT”. 

This grammar construct is created similar to the Subjunctive Mood as explained 

just above your question, by the way! 

What are the situations that we cannot use the definite article "the"? 

José Alves de Oliveira 

Hello José, as a general rule you don’t use the definitely article “the” (it’s also 

called a “zero article” – basically it describes the lack of any articles) when 

describing GENERAL and ABSTRACT concepts and things in English. 

So, for example, when you talk about ABSTRACT concepts such as “love”, “hate” 

or “friendship” – you use the zero article with them: 

* All we need is love 

* Love and hate aren’t the opposites. It’s indifference that’s the exact opposite 

of love. 

Also, when discussing food items such as “sugar”, “meat” and other 

UNCOUNTABLE nouns such as “money”, “metal”, “plastic” or “wood”, we use 

zero articles: 

* I always add sugar to my tea 

* Money is never enough, you always want more money! 

* Nowadays plastic has substituted metal in mass production 

We use zero articles with people and animal names as well as names of 

countries and other geographical descriptions (unless that description has 

another word included such as “republic” (the Republic of Ireland), or 

“mountains” (the Apache mountains) in it OR it’s a plural noun (the 

Netherlands): 

* I like Peter because he’s very helpful 

* I went to Germany last year 

* Amazon is the biggest river in the world in terms of the geographical area it 

covers. 

I would suggest, however, not to be too focused on applying these rules when 

speaking in English because you’ll develop a terrible habit of over-analyzing your 

speech. Just use the articles “a”, “an” and “then” whenever it feels right, and 

provided you’re working on your English on a regular basis, you’ll develop a 

“gut feeling” for correct English. 

That’s what I did as well! 

Which one is correct: 
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"This has reference to the telephone conversation with Mr. X had with 

you on the above subject. " 

or 

"This has reference to the telephone conversation had with u by Mr. X " 

Vajira 

Hello Vajira, neither of the above sentences are correct. Here’s how I’d say it: 

“This has a reference to the telephone conversation Mr. X had with you on the 

above subject.” 

The estimate budget is attached herewith for your perusal  

or  

The estimated budget is attached herewith for your perusal 

Which one is correct? 

Vajira 

Hi Vajira, 

In this particular case the second sentence is how I would say it because 

“estimated budget” is the correct English collocation describing a budget that is 

based on a forecast of future expenses and income.  

How to use the word RATHER in speaking 

Vajira 

Hello Vajira again! 

The word “rather” is used when you express your PREFERENCE to do something 

right now or to choose something instead of something else, and most 

commonly it’s used in combination with the word “would” which becomes a 

simple ‘d when shortened: 

* I’d rather go for a cup of tea right now than in an hour’s time 

* I’d rather have my worst enemy stay overnight with me than my in-laws, I 

hate them! 

You can use “rather” also in a very short sentence where there’s no comparison, 

in this case “rather” simply describes your wish to do something, it simply 

means that you actually would like to do the action in question: 

* I’d rather go, it’s about time! 

Another interesting grammar construct occurs when you use the word “rather” 

to express your wish for another person to do something: 

* I’d rather you stayed at home – it’s too cold outside. 

The rule to follow this time is the following “I’d rather” + personal pronoun (you, 

she, he etc) + verb in the Past Tense. Here’s another example: “I’d rather she 
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kept all her secrets to herself, I don’t want to be privy to other people’s personal 

information!” 

This is Ashkeen Ahmed from India. One of the English trainers says that 

English language has two alphabets. He is Rajiv Gandhi Excellence 

award winner in English.  

1. Letter alphabet 

2. International Phonetic alphabet. 

However, I have scanned though and Google as well. It shows alphabet 

is a series of letters. Could you put some light on this. 

Ashkeen 

Hello Ashkeen, 

I’m guessing what the English trainer meant was that the words are WRITTEN 

using the letters, but more often than not they don’t correspond with the 

SOUNDS used to pronounce those words! 

The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) describes the actual sounds we use 

when pronouncing English words and they’re normally given in dictionaries in 

square brackets after the word – “education [edjʊˈkeɪʃ(ə)n]” 

It’s the IPA that makes it easier for foreign English speakers to pick up the 

correct way of speaking in English because those language speakers whose 

languages are more phonetic (it’s when you read a word just the way it’s 

written) struggle with English pronunciation big time. 

So all in all, you can actually say that English has two alphabets – one is the 

actual letters used to write and the other one consists of the SOUNDS used to 

speak out loud! 

Could you tell me how to define someone's personality. In which tense 

we have to speak. Present progressive or present simple... 

Ashkeen 

Thanks for the second question Ashkeen, and here’s my answer. 

You can actually use both – Progressive and Simple Present Tenses to describe a 

person’s personality. Here’s how you do it. 

Use Simple Present to describe TRAITS of character: 

* Marie is kind and caring. 

* John is smart and intelligent. 

Use Present Progressive or Simple Present (they’re actually interchangeable in 

this case!) to describe ACTIVITIES that a person is involved on a regular basis, 

the keywords here are “always”, “generally” etc. 

So basically both of the following are correct: 
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* Mark is always wearing a clean and well-ironed shirt which speaks volumes 

about his character 

and 

* Mark always wears a clean and well-ironed shirt which speaks volumes about 

his character 

* Jesse is generally behaving himself a little bit too informally which is 

inappropriate for his role in the company 

and 

* Jesse generally behaves himself a little bit too informally which is 

inappropriate for his role in the company 

Here’s an article I wrote about this phenomenon of substituting Simple 

Present for Present Continuous – read it, and everything will become much 

clearer to you! 

How to use “have been”? 

Nadasha 

Hello Nadasha, 

So it’s “have been” that you’d like to find out about? Fair enough – I HAVE BEEN 

receiving similar questions from a lot of people and now it’s about time they got 

answered! 

So, the first situation for using this grammar construct is when you describe 

places, establishments or geographical areas you’ve visited and you’re stating 

the fact that you’ve been somewhere (but you don’t mention a specific time 

when it happened!); in this case it’s the Present Perfect Tense: 

* I have been in prison once in my life and I never want to go back there. 

* I have been to Turkey 3 times during the last 5 years 

* I have been in the same night club where you went last night – it’s a really 

cool place! 

Another situation when you can use HAVE BEEN as part of the Present Perfect 

Tense is when you describe qualities you used to possess previously or activities 

you were involved in (described using the 3rd form of a verb – Past Participle -

ed): 

* I have been very selfish lately but now I’ve changed 

* I have been actively involved in football in the past but now I just don’t have 

time for it 

* I have been engaged once in my life but never got married – she just left me. 

And then there’s the Present Perfect Continuous Tense (have been + Present 

Participle -ing) which also has this HAVE BEEN bit included in itself: 
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* I have been studying for 3 years in college. 

* I have been meaning to call you but never got round to it! 

* I have been reading English fiction for the last 8 years. 

* I have been working for my last company for just 4 weeks now. 

So basically you’re saying “I have been…”, and then you’re using the main verb 

in its –ing form and then comes the rest of the sentence. 

How to use this particular Tense? The key is the time reference – normally you’d 

use it when specifying a TIMEFRAME, a certain period of time – for 4 weeks, for 

the last 8 years, for 3 years and so on. 

How to use whether and aren't 

Orlando 

Thanks for the question Orlando! 

So, speaking of “whether” – you can use this English conjunction when starting a 

subordinate clause when describing your choice between two things: 

* I don’t know whether to go with my old pants or to wear the new ones… 

* Can you tell please whether this bus stops at the next bus stop or it drives 

straight to the bus station without stopping? 

The word “aren’t” is a shortened form of two English words ARE and NOT – in 

conversational English they blend together forming AREN’T. It’s used when 

making a negative statement or asking a negative question by conjugating the 

verb “to be” in plural forms: 

* We aren’t 

* You aren’t 

* They aren’t 

as well as with the singular pronoun YOU: 

* You aren’t 

Examples: 

* We aren’t little children anymore. 

* Aren’t they smart? 

* You aren’t the kind of person you used to be! 

* Aren’t you the dumbest person I’ve ever met? 

Can I start a sentence with the word "but"? 

Carl 

Hi Carl, 
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It’s totally OK to start a sentence with a conjunction such as BUT, OR and AND – 

the widespread belief that it’s wrong to do so is completely misplaced! Or should 

I say – dangerous – for the simple reason that it limits your ability to express 

yourself freely. 

You’ll notice all sorts of English writers, columnists and bloggers starting 

sentences with conjunctions and there’s nothing wrong with that. 

Of course – you shouldn’t overuse them; if you start every sentence with BUT or 

AND, your written peace just won’t “flow” naturally and it will sound awkward. 

Generally speaking however, there’s nothing wrong with that for as long as it 

helps you express your thoughts and opinion in a natural way. 

Can you tell when to use this, it or that. For example: that's great, it's 

great.... 

Anna 

Hello Anna, 

Speaking of the examples you’re providing in your question – we normally say 

“THAT’s great!” as a two-word response to a statement we deem to be great. 

If, on the other hand, you want to add something onto your response, you would 

say “IT’s great…” and then you’d say what it actually is you think is great. 

So basically as a general rule I’d suggest you use THAT when you don’t add 

anything else to the sentence, and IT – when you say something else after that 

or if you could theoretically continue the sentence. 

For example: 

* What’s THAT? (when you see something and you’re referring to that particular 

object) – in this case you can’t really continue the same sentence. To say 

something else you’d have to start a new one. 

* What is IT?” (when someone tells you, for example, that something is 

bothering them, and you want to ask them what it actually is) – in this case you 

could theoretically continue the sentence by saying “What is IT that’s bothering 

you?” so you should use IT. 

Hope it answers your question! 

 “On Ye Shoulders of Giants” – the archaic word “ye” 

Sometimes "for" means something like "because of" 

What is the difference between "though" and "although" 

Whether the definite article "the" is always used in "of-genitive" or is it 

possible to use indefinite articles "a" and "an" instead. 

Of little practical value – less common usage of the preposition “of” 

Juhapekka 
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Hello Juhapekka, 

And let’s try and answer your tricky questions! 

The plural second person personal pronoun YE – pronounced as [ji:] – was 

used in Old English to address a number of people as opposed to one person in 

which case THOU was used. 

Funnily enough, this personal pronoun is still being used to this day in Ireland 

which is where I live, and I’m actually using it myself when speaking with Irish 

people. It’s common-place for me to say things such as “What time are ye going 

home at?” when speaking with my Irish work colleagues, for example. 

In your example sentence, however, the word YE is the definite article THE - 

“On Ye Shoulders of Giants” – so it simple means “On THE Shoulders of 

Giants”. I just did a research on it, and it turns out the letter “Y” in this word 

was actually never supposed to be “Y”! They should have used the Old English 

letter “thorn” Þ instead, and the word YE is actually written as “Þe” – it’s just 

that printing presses at that time didn’t have the symbol representing the letter 

“Þ” and so they went with “y” which was the closest equivalent to the symbol 

they didn’t have. There you go! 

Sometimes "for" means something like "because of" – yes, I’ve come 

across such grammar constructs in English fiction a few times and the way I 

understand, it’s kind of a poetic language. Here’s an example (I’m going to 

create it myself now): “I will never leave you for I love you too much…” And 

here’s a song called “For I Loved You” I just found on YouTube proving that 

my sample sentence contains a naturally occurring collocation. 

Needless to say, I don’t use this conjunction instead of “because” – let’s leave it 

to English fiction writers! 

What is the difference between "though" and "although" – when I use 

these conjunctions, I go by the following rule – I use “although” (or “even 

though”) to start a sentence with: 

* Although it’s too cold to go outside, I could find my mittens and scarf to 

prevent frostbite! 

and I use “though” at the end of the sentence: 

* It’s too cold to go outside. I could find my mittens and scarf, though! That 

would prevent frostbite. 

Is the definite article "the" always used in "of-genitive" or is it possible 

to use indefinite articles "a" and "an" instead. 

Yes, it is – in collocations such as “a man of a certain age” and “I find this 

product of a great value!” – but they’re rather exemptions that a general rule 

(as you can imagine – learning them on an individual basis is the way forward). 

As you rightly pointed out – normally “of-genitive” would demand the definite 

article as in “man of the hour”, “king of the jungle”, “enemy of the state” and 

others. 
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Of little practical value – less common usage of the preposition “of” 

This example is actually quite similar to “product of a great value” – only in this 

case the indefinite article “a” is replaced with the adjective “little”. 

I’ve been thinking whether this way of using the preposition “of” is less common 

or not and I have to admit that yes, it probably sounds slightly different from the 

typical grammar constructs such as “window of the house” or “door of the car”. 

Having said that, I also have to admit that if you think about it, it still describes 

POSSESSION. 

“My new smartphone is of little practical value”, for example, explains the fact 

that your new smartphone possesses little practical value therefore for all intents 

and purposes it still is the genitive case because you can actually rearrange the 

words to form a sentence “my new smartphone’s practical value is little”. 

When can I use "seem" and "look like" to describe something? 

Appreciate your response. 

Thanks. 

Parmo 

Hi Parmo, 

Most commonly the verb “to seem” is used when something appears to be a 

certain way, basically you’re describing your first impression of the object: 

* This house seems bigger than the previous one, can you tell me the actual 

square footage of it? 

The verb “to look (like)” is used similarly: 

* It looks like a nice place to live! 

So all in all, they can be used interchangeably: 

* He looks like a nice guy! 

* He seems to be a nice guy! 

Which one is correct in letter writing: 

a) I am writing a letter to you about 

b) I write a letter to you about 

Sivaram 

Hello Sivaram, 

When writing a letter, you should be using the first sentence “I’m writing a letter 

to you about” because you’re in the process of writing the letter RIGHT NOW 

which demands the Present Progressive Tense TO BE + -ing – it’s used for 

ONGOING actions. 
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Yesterday my English teacher told me that the verb "to love" can never 

adapt the -ing form. However, I have just listened to a song called "I’m 

still loving you" by Scorpions and then there’s the slogan "I'm loving it" 

by McDonalds'. I feel a little bit confused. Thanks a lot! 

Milay 

Hi Milay, 

Your English teacher was right to a degree. Yes, most commonly the verb “to 

love” is used in the context of someone loving someone or something in 

GENERAL terms (general actions are described by using Simple Present), in 

which case you don’t use its Present Participle form “loving”: 

* I love you 

* Does he love me? 

* I love travelling around my country! 

That’s how this verb is used most often, and your teacher was right about that – 

people don’t normally say “I’m loving my wife” or “I’m loving listening to music”. 

There are always exceptions to the rule, however, and you rightly pointed out 

certain phrases where the verb “to love” is used in the Present Progressive 

Tense. Are you confused? Don’t be! 

If you come across such phrases where “to love” is used in its –ing form, just try 

and put yourself in the situation of the person who would say the phrase and 

you’ll start understanding why they would say it. 

For example – imagine you’re sitting in McDonald’s and enjoying your meal and 

you’re exclaiming “I’m loving it!” meaning that you’re enjoying this experience. 

The Present Progressive Tense (which is used to describe an ongoing action 

taking place RIGHT NOW) in this case describes the process of you LOVING the 

entire experience RIGHT NOW so what you actually mean by saying “I’m loving 

it!” is that you’re loving having McDonald’s food RIGHT NOW. 

Generally, however, people express their love toward something in GENERAL 

terms as opposed to loving something or someone right now at this moment, 

and that’s why such phrases are rare exceptions.  

My suggestion to you – you don’t have to use them in your own conversations. 

Stick with the Simple Present and you’ll be just fine! 

I have a question that’s been bothering me ever since I’ve been 

preparing to write an essay. What’s the difference between "If I did 

something..." and "If I do something…"? This makes me so confused 

and I don’t know how to choose between these two when writing my 

essay! 

Thx 

Mag 
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This is a very good question, Mag! 

I’ll try to explain it using simple terms. Basically, these two sentences describe 

pretty much the same thing – your assumption of what would happen if 

something happened. The only difference is how you CONTINUE writing these 

sentences! 

If you start your sentence with Simple Past “If I DID something”, you have to 

use the word WOULD in your conclusion (this is also known as a Conditional 

Sentence Type 2): 

* If I arrivED at work ten minutes later, I WOULD be sacked immediately. 

If, on the other hand, you’re using Simple Present in the first part, you have to 

use the Simple FUTURE Tense in the second part of the sentence (this is 

Conditional Sentence Type 1): 

* If I arrive at work ten minutes later, I’LL be sacked immediately. 

How to know which sentence to use? 

Well, the formal grammar rules stipulate that when discussing situations that are 

very likely to happen, you have to use the Conditional Sentence Type 1: 

* If I don’t bring money home, my boyfriend WILL BE very angry (you’d say 

such a thing BEFORE the event could even take place) 

and when discussing situations that are not so much likely to happen, you 

should be using the Conditional Sentence Type 2: 

* If I stayed with my mom for just 10 minutes longer, I WOULD go mad! 

(obviously you didn’t stay with you mom because you’d be normally making this 

statement after your visit so your chances of going mad are very small). 

In reality, however, you could actually go mad trying to analyze whether the 

particular situation you’re describing is very likely to happen or not, so I’d say 

please don’t analyze it too much – just use whichever feels right! 

You can say both: 

* If I go home now, I’ll make it on time! 

and 

* If I went home now, I would make it on time! 

and they both sound just fine – so please just write your essay by using your 

“gut feeling” and choose whichever grammar construct feels right! 
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Thanks for reading guys, if you’ve any further questions – get in touch with 

me HERE! 

Robby Kukurs 

English Fluency Expert 
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